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Tune—‘‘Oh God, the Eternal Father.“ 
To Thee, Our Heavenly Father, 
Our voices we will raise 
In songe of true devotion, 
Of thanksgiving and — — 
We feel to ask Thy blessings, 
Upon us day by day, 
That we m ever follow 
The straight and narrow way. 


We love to serve Thee, Father, 
And teach Thy righteous laws; 
We're proud to be enlisted ; 
In such a noble cause. 
We know if we prove faithful, 
Thy glories we will share; 
Then help us, oh, our Father, 
Thy people to prepare. 


hy Ho 


Though Satan’s hosts may gather, 
ple to defame, 

We ne’er shall cease to serve Thee, 
And magnify Thy name. 

And when our work is finished, 
We then shall to rest, 

And rise to live in glo 

Forever with the blest. 


OUR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 


Elder A. C. Strong. : 
When Elder T. H. Humphreys was 


released to return to the household of | a 
his friends, the home of his loved ones, 


and the bosom of the church, the respon- 
sibility of presiding over the North Ala- 
bama Conference fell upon the shoulders 
of Elder A. C. Strong, who hails from 
Salt Lake City, Utah. Like the major- 
ity of 
Strong comes of good pioneer stock, his 
father, James T. Strong, having crossed 
the plains in 49, arriving in Salt Lake 
City in the winter of the same year. This 
good old sire took up his abode in the 
“Old Fort” on Pioneer Square,“ where 
he resided until 1850, when he moved 
into the Tenth ward, where he still lives. 
Brother A. C. Strong was born in sunny 
May on the 30th day of the month, 1876. 

He attended the Salt Lake public 
schools until he was 17 years old, work- 
ing in the summer and going to school 
in the winter—graduating in his seven- 


tempting snare. ; | 
ly 


Conference Presidents, Hider 


teenth year. When 18 years old he en- 


til he left to perform ministerial labors 
in the Southern States Mission. Twen- 
ty-two months of this time was spent in 
working nights, attending the Sait Lake 
Business College during the day. It 
was in the month of March, 1899, that 
our brother received a call to engage 
his time and talents in the service and 
work of the Lord. He responded to the 
call with a willing heart, and on Nov. 
20th, 1899, he arrived in Chattanooga 


A. C. STRONG 


__ ELDER 
President of North Alabama Conference. 


and was assigned to labor 
North Alabama Conference. He la- 
bored as a canvassing Elder until March 


29th, 1900, when he was called to labor | 


in Memphis, Tenn. 

Brother Strong, like his predecessors, 
seems to possess the genuine material 
necessary to the making of an able Pres- 
ident. He has the love, faith, prayers 
and good will of all his associates, and 
we shall look for the work in the North 
Alabama Conference to maintain the 
good standing it has reached in times 


past. 


in the 


March, 1897. 

There was but one case of mob vio- 
lence during the month. Elders D. A. 
Wileox and J. H. Stander were about to 
fill an appointment in Saluda county, S. 
C., when a mob of armed men came 
upon them, bearing guns and threatening 
them with violence. An attempt to rea- 
son with the lawless men was of no ben- 
efit. By the interference of kind and 
watchful friends the brethren escaped 


without much damage being done. Shots 


fired fell short of their mark. 

The latter part of the month many 
Conference Presidents were honorably re- 
leased and other faithful men called to 
fill their places. General good health 
prevailed throughout the mission. Follow- 
ing is the report of work done for the 
quarter ending March 27th: Miles 
walked, 127,006; families visited, 57,989; 
families re-visited, 28,235; rejected testi- 
monies, 4,433; refused entertainment, 
3,483; tracts distributed, 77,632; dodgers 
distributed, 20,917; books sold, 1,842; 
books otherwise distributed, 4,632; meet- 
ings held, 12,977; Gospel conversatiosn, 
— children blessed, 153; baptisms, 


April, 1897. 

Much good active work was done in the 
mission. Regarding the results of this 
month’s work as an index to the future, 
the success was encouraging. Since Jan- 
uary the Florida Conference Elders bap- 
tized 104 souls, while in the South Ala- 
bama Conference 136 people were also 
brought into the fold of Christ. 

President Kimball took a business trip 
east, ordering a large quantity of 
shoes, Bibles, etc., doing this initiatory 
to keeping a commissary in the office, 
from which the Elders were to be sup- 
plied. From this beginning the commis- 
sary has ever been a friend to the breth- 
ren in the field. It was a wise step, and 
many Elders have enjoyed the benefits. 

The city of Baton Rouge, capital of 
Louisiana, was successfully canvassed by 
Elders James A. Cornwall and John 
Wood. Upon entering the city the Elders 
were denied by the mayor the privilege 
of canvassing, without first paying a 
license of $5 required by the city ordi- 
nance. Upon counsel of President Kim- 
ball they importuned the mayor seven 
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times, when his honor granted their re- 
quest with a promise of protection. 

Mobile, Ala., was also worked without 
money, the Elders laboring there for 
nearly three months, and received a 
place of entertainmetn every night. Thir- 
ty-two meetings were held in one week. 

Elders George T. Wride and Charles 
L. Haight, through the blessings of the 
Lord, have forced a successful opening 
in Birmingham, Ala., the city in which 
Elders Campbell and Belnap were im- 
prisoned ‘and banished from in May, 
1894, for preaching the Gospel and giv- 
ing away tracts. They stayed at the 
best hotels and met with no abuse nor 
neglect whatever, and traveled without 
purse or scrip. | 

To disturb the quietude of the mission 
some little mobocracy was indulged in. 

In leaving from a meeting held in 
Crenshaw county, Alabama, Elders S. R. 
Brown and Charles R. Spencer were 
taken by a mob of masked and armed 
men into the woods, and after some ora- 
torical abuse and diabolical threats, a 
promise was forced from them to leave 
the county, when they were liberated 
with threats of death should they return. 
The affair was called to the attention of 
Gov. James F. Johnston, of Alabama, 
who immediately directed and accom: 
plished the arrest and began the prose- 
cution of the guilty parties., assuring us 
the full protection of the laws of Ala- 
bama while he was in office. 

In Mississippi, Elders William N. 
Dye and C. H. Johnson were betrayed 


into the hands of a mob of five men, who 


leveled their guns upon them and made 
them throw up their hands, while the 
ruffians searched their persons and 
grips. Then ordering them, at the point 
of their guns, to march, drove them ten 
miles through the darkness and com- 
manded them to leave the county and to 
not come back on pain of death. 

A company of thirty-four Elders came 
during this month, which was the largest 
company up to this time in the history of 
the mission. 

(To be continued.) 


RELATIONSHIP OF THE BODY 
| AND THE SPIRIT OF MAN. 


BY ELDER J. URBAN ALLRED. 


The professed Christian world believe 
generally that man is by nature a dual 
being, but entertain many vague miscon- 
ceptions as to the divinely ordained re- 
lationship which here and hereafter will 
exist between the body and the spirit 
of man. 

Mediaeval asceticism—the basic princi- 
ple of which was the subjugation of 
the body throngh vigorous mistreatment 
and oftimes abuse—was the outgrowth 
of an erroneous idea that the body must 


be regarded as an object of burden from 


which the spirit must be freed. 

A doctrine taught today akin to this, 
is the one once universally, but now less 
generally taught by modern Christendom, 
of a spiritual resurrection—a resurrec- 


tion of a spiritual, not a tangible body. 


a body that has no connection at all with 


the mortal life. It is highly essential to 


an understatnding of the full duties of 
man in this life, that he know something 
of his pre-existent state, and of his fu- 
ture existence or salvation, and the con- 
ditions upon which the same is predicat- 
ed. These broad subjects can be but re- 


- ferred to in this short article, the pur- 
-pose of which is to set forth briefly the 


proper relationship of the spirit and the 
body of man here in mortal life,-and in 
an -after-existence. Through the “fall” 
of Adam came the mortality of man. 
That which is called the fall“ and which 
the world has been taught to lament so 
much, was not an accident (I. Timothy, 
2:14), but a divinely, ordained means 
whereby the innumerable hosts of spir- 
its in the councils of heaven were to 
receives the greatest of all gifts—a mor- 
tal body. The body and spirit make 
man “a living soul.“ The two were to 
work in co-operation under the healthful 
opposition in all things characteristic of 
this life, for the salvation of the spirit 
with the body. 

Job tells us in his 38th chapter and 
first to eighth verses, of the rejoicing 
among “all the sons of God” at a time 
before the foundation of the world was 
laid, which joyous songs were, no doubt, 
the result of the anticipation of the form- 
ation of the earth upon which the spirits 
were to possess mortal bodies. 

In fulfillment of the divine purpose of 
Jehovah, all the spirits of heaven who 
did not forfeit their first estate, and 
were not drawn down from heaven after 
the great dragon (Rev. XII, 4th and 
. 1 have or will possess a mortal 


The body given to every spirit upon 
its advent into mortality was designed 
to be the eternal tabernacle of the spirit, 
and the means through which the spirit 
receives a knowledge of good and evil. 
Thus surrounded with laws of good and 
evil and possessing that which we call 
will power or free agency—the supreme 
faculty of the human mind—man is a 
free agent, responsible to his Creator for 
the transgression of his laws. Spirit and 
body are mutually dependent upon each 
other for development. The y is life 
less clay without the animation of the 
spirit; and the spirit is dependent for ed- 
ucation and salvation upon the body—the 
means through which it receives sensa- 
tions and through which the mandates 
of the mind are executed. 

The Latter-day Saints have been 
taught the essential interdependence and 
eternal mutuality of the spirit and the 
body of man; that the body, or what 
Paul calls the temple of God, was de- 
signed to be the eternal body of the 
spirit; to be restrained, developed and ed- 


ucated by the spirit, and prepared in this 


life for the abode of the Holy Spirit of 
God, and to abide in the presence of God 
in a future existence. 

The body is not to be tortured nor 
neglected by the spirit; neither was the 
spirit to be degraded by the domination 
of the passions of the body, which condi- 
tion leads to but one end—sensualism and 
vice. But a healthful co-operation in 
the mutual development of the spirit and 
body, in which the latter is in harmony 

the former, and the spirit is in har- 
mony with the laws of is perfect 
and complete education, and will ſead to 
the goal, Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 

o degree of development, education, 
or salvation can, however, attained 
to but in one way, namely: First, by an 
acquaintance with, and secondly, by in- 
telligent obedience to, truth, which, the 
Savior said, would make us free. So that 
whatever degree of intelligence the 
spirit and body may attain to in this 
Ife, according to Latter-day revelation, 
that intelligence is not lost by death, 
but will rise with the individual in the 
resurrection. 

an infinite atonement of Him 
who said: “I am the resurrection and 
the life,“ the same quickening operation 
of the resurrection which called forth the 
mortal body of the Son of God from the 
sepulcher, will also pass upon all man- 
kind, for “as in Adam all 
in Christ shall all be made alive.“ 

“But,” say modern professors in Chris- 
tianity, that means a spiritual resurrec- 
tion;” and Paul’s words to the effect that 
flesh and blood could not inherit the king- 


ied, even 80 


dom of heaven ‘are recited as f of 
this belief. But the A e Paul did 
not say that flesh and bone should not 


enter the kingdom of heaven; but plainly 
taught a literal resurrection of the mor. 
tal y: to the Roman Saints he wrote: 
„Of the spirit of Him that raised up Je- 
sus from the dead dwell in you, He that 
raised up Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies by His 
Spirit that dwelleth in you.“ 
The the Savior—our 
an ttern in Was un 
a spiritual resurrection. It 
was the same body of flesh and bone of 
which He said after the resurrection: 
„Handle me, and see; for a spirit hath 
not flesh and bones as ye see me have; 
and of which he told doubting Thomas 
to thrust his hands into the marks of 
the wounds received on Calvary. And 
finally, that there should be no doubt 
of the reality of his resurrection, we 
read of Christ with his immortal, or 
resurrected body, dining upon _ broiled 
fish and honeycomb with his disciples. 
His words to Mary at the tomb indi- 
cate his intention of presenting his newly 
resurrected 8 before his Father in 
heaven before He appeared to His disci- 
ples. He said: Touch me not; for I 
am not yet ascended to my Father, but 
5 to my brethren and say unto them, 
ascend unto my Father and your 
Father; and to my God, and your God.“ 
John xx: 16,17. : 
Later we read of his glorious ascension 
into heaven, while two heavenly beings 
declared to the astonished Galilaeans 
that this same Jesus which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into 


heaven. 


If the resurrection of Christ, who is 


called the first fruits of them that 
slept“, was a reality; if his mortal body 
was literally resurrected from the tomb, 
and with that body of flesh and bone He 
entered into heaven and in like manner 
is again to come back to earth, then is 
it unreasonable to believe that we, like 
our Savior and at prototype, Jex- 
perience a lite restoration of our mor- 
tal bodies to our spirits, even after that 
separation called death? And if the 
mortal body is resurrected from the 
grave and restored bone to his bone“ 
and joint to his joint, even so shall 
all the development and education as 
well as the evil effects of sin on the body 
indelibly inscribed therein by the laws of 
justice, rise with the body in the resur- 
rection and be the means by which it 
will be “judged according to the deeds 
done in the body.“ If there is no resur- 
rection of the mortal body, then the res- 
urrection is not a reality but a delusion, 
for it is onlv to the mortal part of man 
to which the power of the resurrection 
eee The spirit does not die, and is 
erefore not resurrected. 

But the word of the Lord declares that 
before the restoration of all things, that 
there will be a restoration through the 
resurrection, of what was lost by death, 
and, as Ezekiel prophesied to the house 
of Israel, the graves shall be opened ; and 
the body thereof shall be restored bone 
to his bone.“ Then shall the body and 
spirit be restored the one to the other 
in their proper order; and the body shall 
inherit a a of glory for which it has 
been fitted through the exercise of man’s 
free agency. . 

The mortal body—the tabernacle of the 

irit of man—endowed with divine fac- 
ulties, the masterpiece of the Architect 
of the universe, in whose image it was 
created; predestined to a literal resurrec- 
tion by which mortal blood will be dis- 
88 by eternal spirit; designed by its 

reator through — to law to 
abide the celestial laws of the kingdom 
of God, there to dwell eternally in the 

resence of God the Father and Jesus 

hrist the Son, and those who are joint 
heirs with Him in celestial glory! 
Blessed, indeed, is he who keeps his 
body—the temple of ure and und*- 
filed! “If any man defile the temple 
of God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy; which temple ye 
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WISDOM. 
BY A. ARROWSMITH. 


(Concluded from page 198.) 
In these last days, the God of heaven 
again speaks, in the year 1833. He re- 


veals to man a few things which are not 


good; the counsel is contained in Sec- 
tion 89, Doctrine and Covenants, and it 
is called the “word of om.” 
says wine, strong drink, tobacco and 
hot drinks are not good for man; that 
meat should be used sparingly and that 
it would be pleasing to God not to use 
it at all, only in winter, cold or famine. 
He further. says: 
the food of man, as also the fruit of the 
vine, that which yieldeth fruit, whether 
in the ground or above . Ac- 
A the above, promises all 
who will observe this word of wisdom' 
that they shall have health and strength 
and great wisdom, “and shall run and 
not be weary, and shall walk and not 
faint’; also that the destroying angel 
shall pass by them, as the children of 
Israel, and not slay them.” 

In the light of the above revelation 
how many there are who disregard this 
kind advice from our Heavenly Father. 
and deliberately eat strong meats and 
drink strong and stimulating drinks. 
Science and advanced thought in fecent 
years comes forward and testify to the 
truth of the above revelation. ntly 
a man died in Turkey at the advanced 
age of 130 who had subsisted, all his 
life, almost wholly upon barley, and it 
has been fully demonstrated that a high- 
er state of civilization and moral purity. 
strength and endurance, can be obtained 
by living in harmony with the word of: 
wisdom.” 

Meats excite the blood, engender dis- 
ease and shorten life. Such painful dis- 
eases as rheumatism have been attrib- 
uted to life. formed in the muscular tis- 
sue, engendered by eating meats con- 
taining trichina. These parasites and 
worms breed amazingly, filling the sys- 
tem with germs. causing disease and un 
timely death. e excessive eating of 
meat causes men to become vicious and 
brutal. indirectly instigating crime. It 
heats the blood, ruffles the temper, ex- 
cites animal passions and develops the 
brute in man. The American Indian has 
developed his savagery through flesh eat- 


ing. obtained in the ehase. Their fore- | i 


fathers, the Lamanites, lost caste, 
came a dark and benighted people on ac- 
count of their wickedness and flesh eat- 
ing nrovensities. 

The Hottentot and cannibal. the low- 
est races of men, who gorge themselves 


with meat, are mentally deficient. I. 


have seen the savage who would thirst 
for blood, eat four and five pounds of 
raw flesh in one meal, their cutting teeth 
finely developed, more like tigers than 
men. Intellectuality does not follow in 
the wake of the excessive use of meat, 


but cannibalism, barbarism and the low- 


est state of humanity does. 

Let us abstain from too much meat, es- 
pecially in the summer months, and we 
shall be much healthier and stronger 
thereby, both spiritually, intellectually, 
morally and physically. 

Now a few lines on the great- 


est curse under which this earth 
suffers— King Alcohol.” under the 
names of brandy. whisky, gin and 
rum, wines and in all their 


demoralizing phases. His Satanic Ma- 
jesty certainly never chose a more dev- 


jlish agent to destroy man, than strong 


drink; the influences of this power have 
been felt in all the world. From the 
early ages man has learned to distil 
liauor and its baneful results have been 
felt by all nations. Murder, adultery, 
theft and crime of every description fol- 
low the use of this most potent agent 
from hell. It will work upon man’s nas- 
sions in an unnatural way, causing him 
to ery, to laugh, to act the fool. and will 
excite another to commit acts of violence 
and beastiality: while it brutalizes all. 
Wh will man, who has been made to 

tly, in the image of his Crea- 


God | were en route on a vessel called 


“All grain is for | spontaneously in profusion. 


tor, so st and grovel in obeisance 
to the god Bacchus“ as to lose his iden- 
tity, sinking among the lowest of brutes, 
lying in the gutter, a sot, a drunkard. 
Some years ago I was at a small island 
in the uth Pacific called Pitcairn.“ 
This isle was discovered and occupied 
by men who had been convicted of crime 
in Great Britain, and who had been 
ship off as convicts to Van Dieman’s 
land, the British convict station. 2 
e 
Bounty.” Mutinizing, they secured the 
ship and located on this small island. 
about two miles in circumference; a ver- 
itable paradise located far from civiliza- 
tion. ruits in all their variety grew 
These men 
— to distil alcohol from the cocoanut, 
and drunkenness, crime and murder was 
the outcome. Seeing the result of their 
folly, they destroyed and burned the 


stills and established a government of 


peace and abstinence. en I was at 
the island in the year 1883, it had grown 
into a thrifty community, where peace, 
unity and love ahounded. 

The demoralizing influence of these 
powerful stimulants are well known, and 
we also know that if we take the stim- 
ulus, alcohol, from any distilled drink, 
it destroys its insidious effects, and the 
beer, wine or liquor becomes slop, un- 
fit for consumption. It is therefore this 
distilled spirit, fermented from decayed 
vegetation, that we must avoid, be it in 
mild or strong drink. Alcohol as a bev- 
erage is a body and soul destroyer and 
should be shunned as a viper. 

There are more powerful stimulants 
than spirituous liquors, such as opium, 
morphine. cocaine and other drugs. which 
destroy men’s minds, make slaves, mur- 
— suicides, fill hel] and make devils 

n. 

How often do we see men and boys. 
yea, even women, who disgrace their 
sex, using tobacco; it is chewed, smoked 
and snuffed up the nostrils. says it 
is not good for man, and the laws of na- 
ture, which are the laws of God, declare 
very forcibly that tobacco is not for 
the stomach. In acquiring this habit, 
the poor stomach rebels, nausea and a 
siege of vomiting results, and nature 
cries, Stop!“ The willing dupe and 
slave to this nasty. dirty practice. per- 
sists in using the filthy weed, until the 
stomach demands it: thus the habit is 
formed, which is unhealthy and debas- 
ng. 3 
There are many evils arising from the 
use of tobacco, one of the principal be- 
ing disordered digestive organs, or indi- 
gestion. heart disease and lung troubles. 
Over 90 per cent. of rejections of men en- 
listing for our late war with Spain, was 
caused through having weak hearts, 
brought about by the use of cigarettes. 
Manv of these cigarettes are manufac- 
tured from a collection of refuse gath- 
ered from the garbage of cities. which 
is ground up. made saleable and fasci- 
nating by being mixed with opiates. 


I am personally acquainted with a 
young man who was a slave to this hab- 
it; it was killing him. but he could not 
resist it. Finally his spiritual duties 
enforced him to be the man, and forsake 
the habit. I saw him when his stomach 
would be craving for this unnatural! stim- 
nlant. and he would tremble and quake 

e the asp, and like a hungry man he 
would seize a cigarette, inhale the smoke 
and gratify this unnatural desire. Fi. 
nally overcoming the habit, he became a 
healthy, strong man, gaining forty 
pounds in weight in a few months. 

The appetite for this pernicious and 
soul-destroying weed, is not confined to 
men alone: we find women and children 
sucking, chewing, snuffing and smoking 
tobacco. God says it is not good and 
we can readily understand that the ta- 
bernacle of a person addicted to the uss 
of this poison is not fit as a recentacle 
for the pure influence of the Holy Ghost. 
Nicotine is a terrible poison and is the 
active principle of tobacco, which gives 
it that soothing snd narcotic influence: 
it is a slow, insidious, but sure invader 
at happiness and health. 


Hot drinks, such as tea, coffee, cocoa 
and other stimulants, are not for 
the body. They weaken the digestive 
organs and cause them to act unnaturally, 
accelerating the action of the heart anil 
otherwise injuring humanity. 

The stimulating principle of tea is 
theine, a deadly poison and a powerful 
astringent; extracted, one drop, like nic- 
otine, will destroy life. It also contains 
tannin, causing the internal organs to 
become discolored, unnatural, like leath- 
er. It is said the best mountain tea is 
only obtained within a radius of 200 
miles of Hankow, China, situated on the 
river Yang-tsi-Kiang, and the best qual- 
ity sells as high as $100 per pound. I: 
is common for the mandarin, or Chinese 
nobleman, to pay from $25 to $50 for 
a pound of tea, and I myself have been 
acquainted with Chinese who would not 
think of paying less than $5 per pound, 
and would then have it shi direct 
from China, fearing adulteration. What- 
ever can the article be, which sells for. 
25 and cents a pound? The coolie, 
or poor laborer in the far east, gener- 
ally seep the tea leaf three or four times 
before it is thrown away and it is possi- 
ble that much of the stuff called tea, 
pressed and packed for shipment, coming 
to this country has been formerly used. 
Each leaf is fingered, and the tea is 
packed and pressed into chests by dirty, 
sweaty, dog-eating coolies. 7 

Coffee contains its caffeine, and other 
hot drinks contain their stimulus, and 
should be avoided. ‘The coffee berry is 
very porous and before it obtains its 
beautiful gloss, is subjected to much 
adulteration. In fact, in this age of bril- 
liant thought and invention. men manu- 
facture eggs and butter without the aid 
of cows and chickens; we get chalk in- 
stead of flour and our food is tampered 
with, and much adulterated to the detri- 
ment of health. 

I have written the ahove that we might 
act with wisdom and discretion. shun- 
ning all evil, and cleaving unto all good. 
We must learn to be clean and tidy in 
eur habits. It is said that “cleanliness 
is next to Godliness.” Let us. then. have 
clean bodies, inside and outside. and God 
will favor us more abundantly. Ff we 
will observe the above. we shall be 
hlessed with health of body, mind and 
heart and the Holy Spirit will honor 
us with intelligence like Daniel. above 
our fellow-men. The time is not far dis- 
tant when men again will learn the laws 
of life and health and live to the age of 
n tree. Let us, therefore, prepare our- 
selves for a celestial estate, learning line 
upon line and precept upon precent, that 
we might attain unto perfection, ab- 
staining from all things deleterious to 
the health of the body and mind. 


Sowing Seeds. 

While reading the testimonies in the 
Star of those who have embraced the 
Gospel, and noting the way in which 
they generally come into possession of 
that priceless pearl, the thought came to 
me that few of the Elders fullv realize 
the amount of good they are daily doing. 
by distributing tracts, preachjng and con- 
versing upon the principles of the Gos- 
pel. As a general rule obseryation shows 
that one pair of Elders sows the seed. 
hoping some will fall on good 
ground, but seldom do they see the fruits — 


of their labor while still in the field. But 
as they go from place to place they see 
the fruits of the labors of those who 
have nreceded them in times past: thus 
beholding the good that others have done. 
It fills them with courage to press on in 
the cause of truth, and do what is within 
their nower for the spread of the Gospel. 
trusting that their efforts will be quite 
as fruitful as their predecessors’. By 
noting the results of kind words and 
literature dropped here and there by the 
servants of God in nast times. fulfills the 
saying that “the bread which is cast upon 
the waters will return after many gy og 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 


. We believe that men will be punished for their own 
cine, ond ont 
We believe that, the atonement of Christ, al 
mankind may be saved, by te the laws and ordi- 
pances of the Gospel. 


4 We believe that the first princi 
Faith in the Jesus Christ; second, 


now reveal, and we believe that He will veal 
pertaini to the Kieed Gx 
10. li 

this 


@ believe in the 
of the Ten Tribes; that 


BE PUNCTUAL. 


Do you realize you are late in report- 
ing?“ once remarked a general to one of 
his officers. Tes, sir, my watch was 
slow.“ was the only excuse offered. 
Either secure a new time-piece or I will 
get a new man,” responded the com- 
mander. 

Men who succeed in life are those who 
are punctual to every promise made. 
But a few days ago a towerman em- 
played to signal trains went to sleep at 
his post of duty. The train came along 
at the appointed time, and the engineer, 
seeing the signal, passed on into the tun- 
nel, only to dash against another train. 

The trusted watchman had betrayed 
the confidence placed in him, he had 
gone to sleep without changing the 
signal. 

Because one man had failed to do his 
duty he had caused sorrow and misery 
to enter many homes. He hag robhed 


loving wives, fond mothers and helpless 
children of the blessed care and protec- 
tion of fathers, sons, husbands and 
brothers. 
Many good friends have been made 
and their friendship retained, by Elders 
keeping their word; by being punctual to 
every promise made, with a fixed deter- 
mination to fill them in the face of any 
and all obstacles which might arise. It 
is indeed a pleasure to note the great 
amount of confidence placed in the El- 
ders by the people of the world. An El- 
der by breaking a promise may not do 
the damage done by the towerman, but 
he can wreck the confidence of friends 
and bring sorrow upon his co-laborers. 
Each promise kept to the very letter 
lays strong the foundation of friendship 
for the Elders coming after to build upon. 
We, as servants of God, are today labor- 
ing for the grandest cause known to 
man. We are endowed with God’s Holy 
Priesthood and blessings, so let us not 
betray the trust placed in us; let us be 
men in very deed. If our lives are to be 
monuments of good deeds we cannot af- 
ford to weaken the trust placed in us by 
the people in whose society we mingle. 
God taught that His people were the 
salt of the earth, “but if the salt have 
lost his savor, wherewith shall it be 
salted?’ It is thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be cast out and trodden 
under foot of men.” “Ye are the light 
of the world.” “A city that is set on an 
hill cannot be hid.” (Matt. 5:13-16.) 
Men, shining lights in the world, have 
often through disregard of promises 
made, become but mere creatures. In- 
stead of being as a light set upon a hill, 
they become a dim smouldering coal, and 
having lost their savor are trodden under 
foot of men. Think well before making 
a promise, and then be punctual in keep- 
ing it. 


FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


In writing to_the twelve tribes scat- 
tered abroad, the Apostle James says: 
“But the wisdom that is from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocrisy.” (James 3:17.) From 
this we learn that the wisdom that is 
from above is full of “good fruits, with- 
out partiality, and without hypocrisy.” 
“Full of good fruits.“ What are the 
„fruits of righteousness” and the mani- 
festations of godliness? Are they not 
„pure, peaceable, gentle and easy to be 
entreated?” Certainly they are! In 
whom shall we expect to behold the man- 
ifestations of the “fruits of righteous- 
ness?“ Those who profess to possess 
the Holy Spirit. And Why? Because. 
the Apostle Paul says that “‘the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness.” How shall we know when one 
is really in possession of the gift of the 
Holy Ghost? By observing their acts. 
and deeds, their walk and their conver- 
sation. There is a certain, sure, and un- 
mistakable way by which we may know 
the disciples of the Master, from those 
of the adversary. Jesus has solved the 
problem, and answered the inquiry. “By 
these shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples if ve have love one to an- 
other.” (John 13:35.) 

Here then we have a decision upon the 
question which in and of itself is law and 
gospel unto all those who lay claim to be 
traversing that “straight and narrow 
way” which leadeth to Eternal Life. Do 
we love one another? Do we pray for 


our enemies, and invoke Heaven’s bless- | 
ings on those who despitefully ill-treat 


us? Jesus has commanded us so to do: 
and He is our Gloritied Head; our im- 
maculate Savior; our Divine Law-giver, 
and blessed Teacher. These are some of 
the Fruits of Righteousness,” and when 
one fails to exhibit these fruits, they say 
in language plain and true, We have 
not the spirit of God; we are lacking the 
gift of the Holy Ghost.” This is the 
only alternative; for had they the spirit 
of God it would bear its righteous, peace- 
able fruits; otherwise it would be a use- 
less guide, and a miserable comforter 
indeed. But no! God forbid! It has not 
lost its fruits, its gifts, or its graces. 
’*T will do the same for those who pos- 
sess it today, as it did in days of old. 
Yes! it will cause the happy and favored 
possessor to forgive his enemies; to re- 


turn good for evil; to bless and not 


curse, and to exercise love without dis- 
simulation. Not a feigned and partial 
love, but a fervent and holy love, which 
endureth and lasteth forever, and is min- 
istered to both friend and foe. 

If there is one hymn more than any 
other which touches the heart and thrills 
the soul of the Christian in the Sunny 
South,” it is that one which is invaria- 
bly sung in their “revivals” and pro- 
tracted camp meetings, known as The 
old time religion.“ All ‘Mormon El- 
ders“ like this dear old hymn, for they 
can sing it with a consciousness and a 
joy, knowing that they have the “Old 
time religion“ to preach and declare 
unto the people. The last verse of this 
sacred song says, Makes me love every- 
body; and it is an eternal truth that 
the “old time religion’’—the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ—will make us “love every- 
body.“ Love is one of the fruits of 
righteousness, an attribute of God, for 
John says, “God is love.” Now, dear 
Christians, how can you consistently sing 
„Makes me love everybody,” and at the 
same time despise, ridicule, persecute, 
and malign those of our brethren who 
labor among you and admonish you to 
yield obedience to the Gospel, for Christ’s 
sake and your own eternal glory? You 
cannot be sincere and practice such hy- 
pocrisy. We say hypocrisy, because it 
is hypocrisy. When a person sings one 
thing and deliberately practices another, 
can you apply any other term than the 
title we have given? We do not judge 
anyone, but we know them by their 
„fruits.“ All we ask of you is a fair and 
impartial hearing; we crave an audience, 
and invite the intelllgent and learned to 
come and compose that congregation. 

Remember the words of Jesus, “By 
their fruits ye shall know them,“ and let 
your acts abound in righteousness, peace 
and good will. James, the Apostle, says, 
“The friut of righteousness is sown in 
peace of them that make peace.“ So order 
your lives, and fashion your deeds, that 
you can conscientiously sing that good 
old time religion hymn, Makes me love 
everybody.“ 


No unhallowed hand can stop the 
work of God from progressing. Perse- 
cution may rage, mobs may combine, ar- 
mies may assemble, calumny may de. 
fame; but the truth of God will go forth 
boldly, nobly and independently, until it 
has penetrated every continent, visited 
every clime, swept every country and 
sounded in every ear: till the purposes of 
God shall be accomplished and the Great 
Jebovah shall say the work is done.—Jo- 
seph Smit. 


The bound volumes of the Star, of 
which there are but few remaining, are 
going rapidly. We remind our subscrib- 
ers of this fact because we desire that 
they, especially, should be considered 
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first. We hope that those of you who 
wish to add this neat and valuable little 
volume of fifty-two numbers of the Star 
to your libraries will be prompt in send- 
ing in your orders, before our limited sup- 
ply is exhausted. The price is $1.75, 
postpaid. Send today and receive by 
return mail a book that will please and 
interest you, and never cause you to re- 
gret the amount paid for it. 

Abstracts trom Correspondence. 
Editor Souther r. 

In the following you will find recorded 

an instance of 's power made mani- 
fest through His servants. May the 20th. 
1898, while Elder Wheeler and myself 
were canvassing in Moore county, Ten- 
nessee, towards the close of day we 
called on a Mr. Deal. He treated us very 
kindly and asked us to remain over night 

him. We gladly accepted his invi- 
tation and were soon engaged in conver- 
sation. Within this habitation the daugh- 
ter of Mr. Deal lay very sick with fever. 
She was very nervous and continued to 
remark that she dreaded the coming of 
night, as it seemed so long to her. We 
felt it our duty to explain the principles 
of the Gospel, with the gifts and bles- 
sings enjoyed by the Latter-day Saints. 
We stated we were authorized servants 
of God and by the anointing with oil 
accompanied by faith and prayers the 
sick were healed. We referred to James 
5: 14, 15, whereupon she requested us 
to administer to her, having faith she 
could be healed. After retiring and mak- 
ing it a matter of prayer, we returned 
and administered to her. She at once 
went to sleep and rested peaceably until 
the next morning. We asked her how 
she felt. Her answer was, she felt as 
well as she ever did. 
rive all praise, honor and glory to her 
Father in Heaven. This is not the only 
ease of a similar nature since my arrival 
in the mission field. I have seen God's 
power made manifest on many occasions. 
As servants of God we testify to all man- 
kind that Christ's vromises as recorded 
in Mark xvi: 17, 18, have been verified 
wnto true believers in our days as in 
times rast. 

Your brother in the Gospel, = 

L. R. Jensen. 


Eitor of The Star. 

Being a member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. I desire to 
hear mv testimony. I have been a mem- 
her of the Church for two years and have 
tried to live up to every commandment 
given of God. I desire to gain for my- 
self an exaltation and know the way to 
enecess is in following the teachings of 
Christ. revealed in this day and age. 
Renlizing that there is a straicht path 
which Jeadeth to life eternal, and a broad 
way which leads to destruction. my de- 
sire is that I may do right. If a man 
gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul. his life has been a failure. Ever 
praying for the welfare of all truth seek- 
ers, I am, Your brother. 

Linch. 


Largest American Flag. 


Washineton, May 14.—Ferdinand W. 
Peck, United States commissioner-gen- 
eral to the Paris expostion, recently re- 
gquested the loan of the large flag which 
hangs in the pension office. It was the 
intention, he said. to float it on the Bif- 
fel tower on the Fourth of July. Secre- 
tarv Hitcheock has decided to grant the 
request. This is the largest American 
— in the world, measuring 26 by 50 
eet. 


The flag in the pension office is not the 
largest American flag. The one which 
was spread across the Mormon Temple 
in Salt Lake at the Jubilee, July 24 
1897. and which is still preserved, is 60 
by 120 feet. 85 


NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. 


After six months of faithful labor and 
remarkable success, the Elders of the 


North Carolina conference met in the 
city of Gorasboro, May 5 and 6, for the 
purpose of holding conference. y all 


came in enjoying the spirit to a remarka- 
ble degree, though somewhat disappointed 
in not meeting President Rich from the 
office. The Elders were pleased to meet 
together and hail their belover president 
and counselors with a hearty hand- 
shake. There was but little Sk Soe 
manifested by the people of Goldsboro, 
though they were completely wrapped 
up in the cloak of prejudice; treating 
the Elders with silent contempt. A con- 
vention hall was secured for the purpose 
of holding conference, and the town was 
duly notified, but instead of coming out 
and hearing the servants of God proclaim 
the truth, they held extra meetings in 
order to keep the people from attending 
the Mormon services. ut Saints 
and friends from the surrounding neigh- 
borhoods came in, and, though our. at- 
tendance was comparetively small, the 
conference was a decided success. 

Saturday night the Elders were called 
together in counsel meeting where they 

ived much valuable counsel and in- 

ction from their president and coun- 
selors. A short meeting was held and 
each Elder bore a faithful testimony, 
N his joy of being worthy to be 
called a deluded Mormon of whom the 
world so hates. 

Saturday morning at 10 o’clock, public 
service began. President Haws presid- 
ing. Elder John Bailey was in charge of 
the singing, which was rendered with 
marked ability. Meeting commenced by 
singing “Now Let Us Rejoice.” ete. 
Prayer was offered by Elder Gordon. 
ae by singing “Do What Is 

E 


President Haws made the opening re- 
marks. He welcomed those present and 
extended an invitation to all to come and 
hear the so-called Mormon doctrine ex- 
plained from a Mormon standpoint. He 
spoke of the religious freedom that is 
granted to every son and daughter of 


We told her to] Righ 


this grand republic, and believed that 


all men should have the privilege of 
worshiping God according to the dictates 
of their own conscience. Said no people 
on earth believed and preached the Gos- 
nel as literally as did the Latter-Day 
Saints. The mission of the Elders 
was not to deceive. but to exalt 
all mankind. Elder James S. Blake 
spoke upon the restoration of the Gos- 
pel. He said if anv present had come 
seeking for truth with a sincere heart, 
they would receive a testimony of the 
truthfulness of the Gospel taught by the 
Mormon Elders. He knew of no reason 
why the people of today could not enjoy 
the gifts and blessings of God as did the 
ancient Saints, if ther would only obey 
the true plan. Elder F. A. Gay spoke at 
some length upon the Gospel being 
preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations before the end should 


come. 
Elder Joseph P. Bischoff explained the 
duty of all mankind in regard to their 
individual salvation. If the laws and 
commandments given by the Lord were 
disobeyed it wonld prove eternal damna- 
tion to the soul] of man, while if ther 
were observed it would prove eternal 
salvation to them. Services were closed 
bv ringing Praise to the Man.“ Bene- 
diction by Elder Robert S. Hontz. 
Evening services were condcted by 
Flder Joseph P. Bischoff. Singing— 
“What Was Witresesd in the Heavens.” 
Elder Robert Woutz was the first 
sneaker. He said he reioiced in having 
the privilere of raising his voice in de- 
fen of the truth. sreakin= vat <ome 
length upon the principle of faith. show- 
ing thot with out true and imulieit faith 
in God it would he imnossible to be 
saved in the kingdom of God, and where- 
ever true faith has existed among the 
children of men it has alwys heen ge- 
companied by nrovhecy and revelation. 
He bore a faithful testimony that the 


gospel had been restored, and that the 
gifts and blessings are enjoyed us they 
were anciently. 

Elder Henry Sullivan, a local Elder, 
addressed the congregation. He spoke 
upon the necessity of obedience to the 

spel in order to gain salvation. Elders 
Bailey and Palmer then sang Zion Pros- 
pers, All Is Well,“ with much effect. 

Elder James N. Connell spoke upon the 
divine authority man must endowed 
with to enable him to preach the Gospel. 
Services were closed 3 »The 
Spirit of God Like a Fire is Burning.“ 
Benediction by Elder I. B. Evans. 

Night services were commenced at 8 
o’clock. President J. M. Haws in charge. 
Singing “Glorious things are 2 of 
Zion.“ Prayer by President J. M. Haws. 
Singing. e Beams the Sacred 
Dawning.” Elder I. H. Rogers compared 
the doctrines taught by John, the Baptist, 
the Savior, the Apostles and the Latter- 
Day Saints, showing that they all agreed 
in every principle. 

Ider W. W. Butler said that mankind 
generally preferred to walk in darkness 
rather than seek a light to be guided by. 
He told of the unjust prejudice that con- 
fronts the Mormon Elders. The meet- 
ing closed hy singing the Doxology; Bene- 
diction by Elder J. W. Richins: 

Sunday morning at 10 o’clock the ser- 
vices commenced by 
Mountains High,“ prayer by Elder C. E. 
N Singing When Shall We meet 

ee 9? 


Elder Jesse W. Richins was the first 
speaker. He said the world has not the 
spirit of God, consequetly thev cannot 
understand the things of God. The spirit 
of God will not always strive with man. 
The principle of repentence was dwelt 
upon, showing in a clear way the differ- 
ence between worldly and godly repent- 
ance, coudemnation following the former, 
while salvation follows the latter. Elders 
Railey and Palmer sang: “Hark the 
Song of Jubilee.” Elder J. P. Bischoff 
said that when he looked back to the an- 
cient days, when those good men were 
persecuted and reviled for delivering the 
message. they were taught to preach, it 
reminded him of the present day when 
ridicule, sneers and jeers are heaned 
nnon the servants ond messencers of God. 
He instructed the Saints in their duties, 
exorting them to more diligence. in living 
un to the laws of God. Closing song: 
“¥e, Who Are Called to T.nber,” Benedic- 
tion by Elder George E. Cook. 


Evening services convened at 2 p. m.. 
opened hy singing “Ye Elders of Israel.“ 
prayer by Elder Edward Samuelson: 
singing, “Now Let Us Rejoice.” Elder 
Gilbert M. Williams spoke of the preju- 
dice that exists in this conntrv against 
the Mormon faith: of how the “so-called 
Christian ministers” and newspapers sat- 
isfy the demands of sensationalism while 
they cover np their own wicked deeda un- 
der the cloak of religion. All men will be 
judved according to their works. 

Elder John Bailey spoke of the per- 
sonalitv of God, proving from the scrip- 
tures the God of the heavens is a being 
with body parts and passions. and rot a 
mere enirit as is generally believed. Pres- 
ident J. M. Haws made some timely re- 
marks. He snake of the great sacrifice 
the Mormon Elders were makine in order 
to nublish the Gospel to the inhabitants 
of the earth. He encoursged the Saints 
in their duties, exorting them to st ex- 
emplary lives and show to the world that 
they have embrrced a religion that ex- 
alts man, when he lives up ta its teach- 

e Arn § ng.’ n on Elder 
Joseph E. Caldwell. 2 

The last public service was held un- 
day night. which commerced bv singing 
O. My Father.” Prayer by ider W. A. 
Brown. Singing: “Praise to the Man.” 

Elder Joseph E. Caldwell then deliv- 
ered a discourse on the divine evthen- 
ticity of the Book of Mormon. Hoe ve. 
farred to many passage of serinture in the 
Bible to prove the divinity of the Bonk 
of Marmor. He aid it ~ae new wit- 
nass for God. and the Bible, while the 
Bible was a witness of it. He said if any 
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one would read the Book of Mormon with 
un unprejudiced mind he would know :t 
was of God, not of man. Elder Edward 
Samuelson spoke of how the so-called 
Christiang had perverted and twisted the 
Gospel to suit their own tastes. 

Being the last public service, Elder 
Bischoff, in behalf of the Elders, thanked 
those present, and the people of Golds- 
boro for the good treatment given the 
Elders. He urged them to investigate 
the Mormon doctrine and pray for a tes- 
timony of the truth. Singing the Doxol- 
ogy. Benediction by President J. M. 

aws. 


Again the Elders met in counsel meet- 
ing Monday morning, where they re- 
ceived more timely counsel, after which 
the sacrament was administered and the 
time was spent in the Elders bearing testi- 
monies. ach Elder bore a faithful tes- 
timony of the truthfulness of the Gospel. 
Some of them enjoying the gift of 
tongues and prophecy. Every heart was 
touched and tears of joy, moistened the 
eyes of the Elders. hat a glorious 
time, what a heavenly feeling of love 
and peace, thrilled the hearts of every 
Elder. When the interpretation of the 
tongue was given it was made-known 
that the Lord had accepted the labors 
of the Elders and had forgiven them of 
their sins. 

Thus ended one of the most successful 
conferences ever held in North Carolina. 
Every Elder went to his field of labor 
feeling amply paid for his long walk 
to get to conference. Never before have 
the gifts and blessings of God been show- 
ered upon the Elders as at this confer- 
ence. 


A NON-MORMON ON MORMONISM. 


Deseret News. 

Mr. Charles Ellis, of Salt Lake City, is 
in receipt of the following letter from a 
Mrs. Lucy Ellis (no relation), of Onslow 
county. North Carolina, under date of 
April 25: 

Dear ,Sir:—You will please excuse me 
for taking the liberty of writing to yon, 
but as I have been reading a portion of 
an article headed, “Mormons and Mor- 
monism by a Non-Mormon,” and as you 
are the author of same, I take the lib- 
erty of writing you, and would like you 
to answer a few questions on the sub- 
ject of “Mormonism.” I am a non- 
Mormon, but am living among some 
members of the Mormon' Church, and 
they are being ridiculed by some people 
for their belief. People say that they 
are an ignorant and illiterate class of 
people. Would you be kind enough to 
answer that question, and also the fol- 
lowing: Do the “Mormons” preach and 
practice polygamy now—since the Man- 
ifesto was passed? Is there any doc- 
trine tanght among the people in the 
west, that is not allowed to be taught 
by the Elders in the world? 

Please state something about the cus- 
toms and character of the “Mormon” 
people, or anything you deem necessary 
to sneak about. 

The reason I am asking these ques- 
tions is because ministers of different 
denominations are asking many ques- 
tions and ray things I do not believe to 
be true. Therefore I would like for you 
to write me a letter. that I may have 
to show them, that they may know the 
truth about the “Mormons.” 

Please state also in your letter what 


denomination you belong to. if any. 


Yours resnectively. 
LUCY ELLIS. 


Mr. Ellis“ Reply. 


To this letter Mr. Ellis replied, as fol- 
ows: | 

Madam—Yonr letter of April 25. ask- 
ing sundry questions having reference 
to the “Mormons,” is before me, and I 
take pleasure in replying. 

The Mormons“ have not only been 
“ridiculed,” but they have been shame- 
fully lied about and abused, even to the 
extent of persecution. and in the main 
by people calling themselves Chris- 


But you are aware that all 
new sects have met great opposition 
from those already established. If Mor- 
monism” had not from the first met a 
want in the lives of members of existin 
churches, if it had not made rapi 
growth, if it had remained a puny infant, 
little attention would have been paid to 
it. You must remember that in so-called 
“Christian” countries, Mormon“ con- 
verts have almost wholly come from the 
existing evangelical churches. They do 
now, and the fact that the opposition is 
found chiefly in these churches. 

As to being “illiterate,” I must ask 
you to look over the people whom 2 
know as members of the evangelical 
churches in your own country. If they 
are illiterate, take them as an average 
of the same churches throughout the 
world, and, then, remembering that the 
mass of Mormon' converts have come 
out of such churches, you may draw a 
fair inference. 

But this would be true only of converts. 
Yet it is true that many Mormon“ 
converts have been uneducated people, 
it does not follow that, for that reason, 
they have been immoral or 3 
Educated people are not, because of their 
education, any better Christians“ than 
the average of those who are classed as 


tians.“ 


illiterate. In the case of “Mormon” con- 


verts from evangelical churches’ the 
change was merely from one church or 
sect into another, the mental conditions 
being not greatly disturbed. But from 
the time those people become Mormons“ 
education becomes an important part of 
life’s work. I know of.no sect that has 
been more persistent in the education of 
its people—old and 1 Mor- 
monism.“ Here. where the people have 
become thoroughly established, you would 
be greatly surprised to see the earnest- 
ness of the young “Mormons” in acquir- 
ing education in all directions. I am 
convinced that your friends who sneer 
at “Mormons” as being “ignorant and 
illiterate class of ple,” would be put 
to shame were their own accomplish- 
ments brought into comparison with 
those of the mass of Mormons“ born and 
reared in the “Mormon” church. 

Do they “preach and practice polygamy 
since the manifesto was passed?” For 
more than two years the anti-““Mormons” 
of Utah have been charging that pores: 
mous marriages have been made fre- 
quently since the issuance of the “mani- 
festo“ in 1890. Yet with the state laws 
all in their favor, with the courts very 
largely in the hands of non-““Mormons,” 
there has not been a single case estab- 
lished. I am forced to the conclusion 
that there have not been. any polygamous 
marriages since 1890. But the manifesto 
did not and could not annul polygamous 
marriages already existing. Such fami- 
lies have not been broken up save by 
death, and that is the agency that will 
in due time wipe the last polygamous 
line from the slate of “Mormon” life. 

Do the Elders preach doctrines in the 
world different from those taught at 
home? I have never heard a “Mormon” 
missionary in his field of labor. But 
I have heard a great many “Mormon” 
sermons in Utah, and I have never yet 
heard anything taught that might not 
he just as freely taught by every mis- 
sionary in the field. So far I can 
speak with certainty. But I have heard 
only such tachings as are given in Mor- 
mon” public meetings. What is taught 
in their temples I do not know. That is 
to say. there is a kind of Free Masonry 
in “Mormonism’’—a_ series of endow- 
ments” corresponding somewhat to the 
“degrees” of Masonry. No conscientious 
„Mormon“ will talk about the secrecy en- 
joined in connection with this work, any 
more than a faithful Mason will divulge 
the secrets of his lodge. This phase of 
“Mormonism” is connected with its tem- 
ples, into which no Gentile enters—into 
which even no “Mormon” can enter un- 
less he or she is recommended as in “‘good 
atanding' bv their bishops. But while 
I acknowledge my ignorance of what 
is taucht in the temples, I can say con- 
scientiously that I have no reason to be- 
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lieve that there is anything taught there 
that is inconsistent with the sermons I 
have heard in public, or with what the 
missionaries teach abroad. 

My own “denomination?” Church 
ple call me an “‘infidel.” I care so little 
about their opinion that I never attempt 
to explain. To you, however, I will say 
that I do unto others as I would have 
them do unto me. Many of those who 
condemn me as an infidel call themselves 
“followers of Christ.” If I know the 
Man of Nazareth at all, the only safe 
pas for such people is never to let Christ 

now they are following Him. I make 
no pretentions. My life is my religion 
and on that I stand or fall, and I demand 
for unpopular “Mormonism” every . 5 
every protection extended to sects that 
are more popular, but not so useful. 

The article, apart of which you read, is 
from my booklet, entitled “Mormons and 
Mormonism.” will send you a copy. 
I think I will also offer your letter and 
this reply to the Mormon“ paper here. 
The tor, whom I know well, may 
possibly be pleased to say something in 
regard to the temple teachngs that will 
help you to understand it better than 
you will from what I have. said. 

Kindly let me know if I ae satis- 

you. trully, 
CHARLES ELLIS. 


Are they Lamanites?_ 
Deseret News. 


The following remarkable story ap- 
peared in several papers, and if true it 
suggests that members of the colonies 
which left this continent many centu- 
ries ago, and found places of abode on 
several of the islands of the Pacific 
ocean, as recorded in the Book of Mor- 
mon. may have penetrated as far as the 
Philippine Islands and left descendants 
there, whose posterity is vet to be found 
among the Malays. Or it may be that 
the immigration occurred in more mod- 
ern times. At any rate the alleged oc- 
currence is worth recording. and may . 
form a subject of investigation for one 
of the scientific societies of the twen- 
tieth century. This is the report: 

Ex- Representative Springer tells a 
story which is worthy of investigation 
by the bureau of ethnology. A Creek 
Indian from the Indian Territory, who 
was a member of the rough riders, en- 
listed in the regular army at the close 
of the Spanish war, and was sent to the 
Philippine Islands. While campaigning 
with his regiment in the southern part 
of the archipelago he found a tribe of 
Malays whose dialect was almost the 
same as the language of the Creek na- 
tion. He could understand them so 
well that he was ahle to act as inter- 
preter with a tribe he had never heard 
of before.“ 


Churches Worse Than Saloons.“ 


Toledo, O., May 13.— Rev F. E. Pat- 
ton, a voung Christian minister of this 
city, preached from the stage of Burt’s 
opera house here tonight. He said: 


“By the practice of the church more 
people are doomed to eternal perdition 
than were ever caused by the saloons 
or any other influence. Place no faith 
at all in your churches. Mark my words. 
that there will be a reformation that will 
shake the religious world to its founda- 
tion. Isms and schisms will be parts of 
a broken parachute.” 

The Rev. Patton will arrange for a 
church edifice and will have in the build- 
ing billiards, pool, bowling, etc. 


One hundred medical students were 
asked to name the hooks of the Bible. 
and only five could do so. Some named 
“Philistines.”” Marcus Aurelius,“ and 
“The Enistle to the Filipinos.”—T. R. 
Burnett in “The Way.” . 


A man should never get so far away 
from the Lord that he cannot reach Him 
with a short prayer. ae 
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THE SPIRIT OF GOD UNITES THE SAINTS. 


Our Good Deeds Should Increase Each Year — This is a 


Time of Preparation 


tor God’s People. 


Discourse Delivered by Apostle F. M. Lyman, at Salt Lake City, April 6, 1900. 


While I attempt to speak to you, my 
‘brethren and sisters, I trust I may be 
able to make you heady, and that 
by the aid of the Spirit of the 
Lord we may feel encouraged and 
strengthened in our faith. We meet 
together frequently as a Church in 
general conference for the transaction 
of business and to receive the word of 
the Lord. We have the ancient Scrip- 
tures and we have the modern Serip- 
tures, and scriptures are being made 
now, as has always been the case when 
the Lord has had His Church upon the 
earth, with the living oracles; for when 
they speak by the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, what they say is scripture. We 
are entitled to know individually whether 
our brethren speak to us the truth, for it 
is our privilege to enjoy the same Spirit 
that they speak by. This is the power 
that binds the Latter-day Saints togeth- 
er, und that holds us to our obligations 
and covenants with the Lord and with 
each other. We are not held by threats, 
nor by fear, but by love—the love of the 
Gospel, which has been planted in our 
hearts and has been growing with the 
people for these seventy years. We have 
become a pretty well trained people, and 
four-fifths of the Latter-day ts, I be- 
lieve, are doing tolerably well, and I be- 
lieve that the one-fifth that are careless in 
some things, are perhaps laboring fairly 
well in others. There will no doubt be 
quite a percentage of the people that will 
not be found numbered among the wise. 
While listening to Brother Brigham 
Young and to President Snow, the para- 
ble put forth by our Savior, as recorded 
in the 25th chapter of Matthew, was 
presented to my mind, and I thought to 
read it, that we might be brought to 
consider by its examination whether we 
are 2 among the wise or among 
the foolish. i a very important 
matter; for if we travel along with this 
Church for twenty years, for thirty, 
forty or fifty years and then at the last 
find that we have failed to save our 
souls and that we are among the foolish, 
it will be very unprofitable to us. 
President Snow has said, we are gath- 
ered together for the upbuilding of the 
Kingdom of God upon the earth, and 
there is some reason why we should be 
thus gathered; why we should take upon 
us the obligations that we have; why we 
should endure the hardships that we 
have; why we should, among all the de- 
nominations on the earth, be singled out 
for the des of all people, and why 
this condition should stay with us and 
follow us in preference to any other peo- 
ple in the world. We are a small peo- 
ple, not very important in numbers nor in 
wealth, and yet every little while some- 
thing occurs that creates quite a furore 
in regard to the Latter-day Saints. The 
whole world becomes agitated and in a 
_ ferment over the Latter-day Saints, and 
there is trouble in the hearts of man 


people for fear the Latter-day Saints will 
do something hat is the 
matter? Are the endure Saints mind- 


ing the business of any other denomina- 
tion? Are we troubling ourselves partic- 
‘ularly about our brethren who have 
other forms of religion? we ex- 
cited and worried over them? Do we 
combine together with some other people 
in order to look after the morality and 
purity, or the immorality and corruption, 
of other Ae How carefully the Lat- 
ter-day Saints attend to their own busi- 
ness! And is it not a proper thing for 
the Latter-day Saints to take care of 
themselves, their own morality and hon- 
esty ? Shall we not give attention to our 
own affairs, and are we not just about 
of the same material, the same kind of 
prone, as our other religious brethern? 
ave we not come from among other 
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denominations? Have we not been gath- 
ered from among the Catholics, the res- 
byterians, the Methodists, the Baptists, 
the Congregationalists and the hris- 
tians, as well as the infidels? Now, have 
we gone to these various denominations 
and gathered the very worst of them? 
Have we ever advertised in our periodi- 
cals and in our preaching and labors. 
publicly or privately—have we ever bi 
for the bad Methodists, the bad Presby- 
terians, the bad infidels? Have we ever 
romised them an easy way of salvation? 
ave we done any of these things, or 
have we gone to the world conscien- 
tiously and honestly and laid before them 
the offer of life and salvation on consis- 
tent and Christian terms? Have we 
ever promised anybody that they could 
be saved in their sins? Have we ever 
asked anybody to come into this Church 
without repentance, without reforma- 
tion, without honesty, without virtue? 
Have we entered into a compact with any- 
body to be corrupt? Have we promised 
them immunity from the punishment of 
the law if they transgressed the law? 
Do we cover up their sins and hide them: 
Are we doing that? Are Bishops, Pres- 
idents of States, Presidents of quorums, 
Elders, High Priests and Seventies ask- 
ing the corrupt and wicked from among 
the nations of the earth to come to us 
and we will shield them in their corrup- 
tion, in their -adulteries, their fornica- 
tio 
esty? Why, no. But we have presented 
to the world a very startling and re- 
markable work, a work that requires re- 
pentance and reformation. And when 
repentance has been complied with, in or- 
der that tae repentance may genu- 
ine and the forgiveness of sins continue, 
it must be eternal. It is not enough for 
men to repent in order to come into the 
Church, and then do as they please, but 
their repentance must be perpetual; it 
must not need to be repented of. Ifa 
man has been a thief and ceases to steal, 
he must continue to refrain from his lar- 
cenies. If a man has been a liar, a de- 
eeiver, or corrupt in any de what- 
ever, it is required of him in this Church 
that he must cease forever. If he should 
live a hun years, he would not live 
long enough to have any degree of al- 
lowance shown to him for transgression 
because. of his age, but the older men 
are the better they must be. I think 
that is reasonable; for the oldest of all 
whom we have ever heard of is said to 
be good and the only one who is entirel 
good—our Father who is in heaven. 
say the father should be better than the 
son, the mother should be better than 
the daughter, and this Church has now 
arrived at the full ripe age of three score 
and ten. What shall we do who have 
been entrusted with the holy Priest- 
hood? Can we afford to be indifferent 
and careless? We are now seventy years 
nearer to the coming of the Son of Man 
than we were when the Prophet Joseph, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
organized this Church. After this ex- 
tended experience, can we not well afford 
to be conscientious and honest with 
the Lord? Can we not afford to make 
our repentance and reformation genuine 
from s time forth, believing that the 
coming of the Son of Man, the redemp- 
tion of Zion and the fulfillment of the 
purposes of the Lord are at our door? 
Can we not afford to do this now, so 
that when the Bridegroom comes we 
shall be prepared to meet Him; for He 
will come; He has always come when 
He has promised. He has visited the 
earth in dispensation and has estab- 
lished His authority and power among 
men, and the Millenium, the reign of 
righteousness, is to be ushered in; and 
it is liable to come in our day. The re- 


the coming 
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their thieving and their dishou- po 


demption of Zion is also liable to come 
in our day. ere is doubtless a set 
time for the redemption of Zion and for 
of the Son of Man. The 
time has not been made known to us. 
and is not likely to be, until He comes. 
It would hardly be fair for the Presi- 
dency, the Twelve and the presiding 
brethren to know the very time of His 
coming, so that they could be prepared, 
and let the people be indifferent and care- 
less. The coming of the Son of Man 
will be as much of a surprise to the pre- 
siding brethren as to any others. at 
is, it will occur when they are not look- 
ing for it particularly. e hope to be 
prepared, and we hope the people will be 
prepared, but it will come suddenly, and 
know it as soon as we know it. 

e have the Spirit of that coming, an 
the Spirit of the redemption of Zion. We 
have the Spirit that indicates that in 
the near future the Lord will appear. 

Hence, the Spirit of the Lord has been 
very powerfully upon President Snow 
and his brethren, and they have been led 
to urge upon the — the importance 
of reformation, not alone in the law of 
tithing, but in every other principle of 
the Gospel. Tithing alone is not enough. 
It will yield its measure of oil and light 
and of inspiration and power, to those 
who observe that law. But if we are 
non-prayers, non-partakers of the Sacr.- 
ment; if we are not found doing by oth- 
ers that we would that others should do 
by us; if we are not honest and virtuous, 
the fact of our being tithe-payers will 
not be enough to save us. ut it is 
pretty well discovered and understood 
that if men can stand the test of the law 
of tithing, which appeals to our wealth, 
they will be able to make other sacrifices 
as well; for there is a strength and a 
wer which comes in answer to our 
fulfillment of this law that will enable 
us to do other things much less difficult. 
There are many things less difficult than 
the payment of tithing. In our fallen 
condition, being of the earth earthy, we 
love the things of this world, and it is 
a most difficult thing for some of us to 
meet this requirement of the Lord. There 
is quite a percentage of the brethren 
who have received the Priesthood, as 
well as members of the Church, who 
ought to be tithe-payers and are not. 
want to ask any man upon whom F have 
ever laid my nds and conferred au- 
thority in the name of the Lord Jesus; I 
want to ask any brother who has 
ever had the hands of the servants 
of God laid upon his head, to con- 
fer the iesthood of upon 
him, can you _ reconcile your course 
of life, if ‘you neglect to furnish 
the revenue necessary for the a 
up of the kingdom of God on the earth 

an you justi ourself in this? I 
want the High est, the Seventy and 
the Elder to come to me as an individual 
and show me his philosophy and reason- 
ing as to how he can conscientiously hold 
the Priesthood of God and yet decline to 
meet the obligations that belong to that 
Priesthood. believe that there is nv 
man in this Church entitled to the ge 
Priesthood who will not magnify it. 
believe the Lord it of every Dea - 
con, eve Teacher, 


every Elder, 

“7 Seventy, every Patriarch, eve 
Bishop, President, ete. And we will 
not always tolerated with the 
authority of God unless we do honor it. 
We will be found among the foolish, lack- 
ing oil in our lamps and being unprepared 
for the coming of the Son of Man, unless 
we attend faithfully to these duties. 

Is a man justified in this Church who 
fails to partake of the Sacrament when 
the 1 is offered? a man 
justified who does not bow his knee be- 
fore the Lord daily, and who forgets the 
Lord in secret prayer? I think not. I 
believe that the tter-day Saints are 

uired to meet all these obligations 
and to be as honest with their brethren 
as they are uired to be honest with 
the Lo It is not enough for us to 
pretend to be honest with the Lord, anid 
not be honest with our brethren. We 
eannot be honest enough with our Father 


eve riest, 
every High Priest, ev- 
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